[image: image1.jpg]


 

[image: image2]
South West Region


Newsletter…





For the OFSTED inspection due in March this year SW Region conducted a survey of “Enrichment Activities” undertaken on our many courses. Thank you to the tutors who responded with their activities for this year. 


Tutors undertake these activities with their students to further enhance the courses they deliver. It is not part of the syllabus and tutors and students take part mostly in their own time. 


I truly believe that these activities really do enrich the student experience encouraging learning and helping the groups to further bond. It must surely also encourage students to undertake other courses with the WEA. Great marketing!





As I feel this is so valuable I would like to share some of the courses and activities with you.





The following courses either have guest speakers or arrange trips to lectures by local experts or professionals


Sea Mills Local History Group.


Zest 4 Life.


Making you point with confidence.
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Another course Dutch 17thC Painting organises “Virtual” museum visits via their web sites. This allows students to experience galleries and paintings in other countries from the comfort of the classroom! Good use of IT!





The Digital Photography courses are built around trips to Dartmoor, visits to photo galleries and entering photographic competitions which also raise money for charity. Great ideas, I think you would agree.





China Painting is course where the tutor organises a trip to Trelissick Gardens to view the Copeland china collection. A good day out too!





The History of Penryn course has a site visit to Pendennis Castle enabling students to view things first hand and not just from slides or books. Really good practice as well as enjoyable.





Another of our tutors who runs a number of Art in Europe courses organises fully guided European trips to galleries in Madrid and Toledo.�
The BSL (sign language) course organises times when students meet in a local pub in half terms to practice their signing in a social setting. This gives the group continuity over a break and I’m sure is also a totally enjoyable experience. 





The ESOL course in Yeovil (Migrant Workers Project) have a number of social events thus helping workers settle in to UK as well as the area and bond as a group. 





Finally the Permaculture Design Courses organise trips to local recycling & biodiesel initiatives as well as supplying all students with a CDROM of all course materials.





All these things are over and above the basic courses offered and I am sure would greatly impress OFSTED. However, the more important thing is that they impress our students. So thank you all for your hard work and input to courses & the WEA.


John Young


Regional Curriculum Manager�
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